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1. The ____________________ argument claims that proper ___________________ about the idea of a 
________________   _________________ generates the conclusion that ______ exists. (p.185 | k.2002)

2. What two reasons does Groothuis give for the ontological argument’s exclusion from many apologetics
books? (p.186 | k.2013)

3. The concept of God as a necessary being plays an important part in what other theistic arguments? 
(p.187 | k.2019)

4. Who was the first to formulate an ontological argument? (p.187 | k.2020)

5. Write out Anselm’s first ontological argument below: (p.188 | k.2032)
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6. A _____________________ Being is a being who possesses every ________________ it is better to have
than to lack and who possesses this array of compossible ______________________ properties to the
______________________ degree (or to their intrinsic maximum value). (p.190 | k.2054)

7. Kant claims that while being ____________________ is necessary to the idea of God, ________________
is not necessary to the idea of God. (p.191 | k.2065)

8. What reasons does the author give for there being nothing wrong with existence functioning as a predicate
for the subject God? (p.193 | k.2087)

9. The last commonly made objection to the argument from the second chapter of Proslogium concerns the
question of whether it is better to _______________ or not to ____________, since Anselm claims that
it is better for the Perfect Being to ____________ than not to ____________. (p.193 | k.2089)

10. The three most common objections to Anselm’s argument fail because what three propositions are sound:
(p.194 | k.2101)

1.

2.

3.

11. What particular concept makes Anselm’s second ontological argument different than the first? 
(p.195 | k.2110)
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12. What is the only way to deny the existence of a necessary being? (p.195 | k.2114)

13. According to Malcolm, God’s existence is either logically necessary or __________________
____________________. (p.195 | k.2115)

14. Write out Anselm’s second ontological argument below (for God as a necessary being):
(p.195 | k.2116)

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

15. Why does the claim that God is not omniscient fail? (p.197 | k.2134)
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16. Why does the “paradox of the stone” fail? (p.197 | k.2139)

17. What is the concept of a possible world? (p.199 | k.2155)

18. Write out Plantinga’s ontological argument below: (pp.199-200 | k.2159)

1.

2.

3.

4.
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19. If the concept of God is not im-possible, then God must exist in at least one ______________________
world, and in that possible world God's __________________ is __________________. That is, God
cannot not exist. So, if God exists as a __________________ necessary being in one world, he exists
as such in ________ worlds. (p.200 | k.2167)

20. Why does the “perfect island” parody / argument fail at falsifying the ontological argument? (p.201 | k.2177)

21. What scripture does the author cite which points to God’s necessity? (p.203 |k.2194)

22. What is the principle of sufficient reason? (PSR) (p.203 | k.2201)

23. Name two “great-making properties” the author describes. (pp.204-205 | k.2209)
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24. Since the ontological argument is an ___  _____________ argument, it does not directly speak to how 
exactly this Perfect Being may have revealed himself in _____________________. (pp.205-206 | k.2228)

YOUR OWN WORDS

25. Do you find the ontological argument convincing? Why or why not?

26. Which version of the argument do you find most robust or defensible? Why?

27. Would you ever use the ontological argument in an apologetic interaction? How?


