
Christian Apologetics      
A Comprehensive Case for Biblical Faith by Douglas Groothuis

Read Along
315

Chapter 14 Evidence for Intelligent Design

Page 61

1. What two things are needed in order to discredit Darwinism? (p.297 | k.3192)

2. What feature of Darwinism does Daniel Dennett call a “universal acid”? (p.298 | k.3203)

3. According to Richard Dawkins, what does biology study? (p.298 | k.3205)

4. What two reasons does Groothuis give to support the view that it is ill-advised to approach the 
creationism / Darwinism question by saying that neither approach is scientific (because they are not
directly testable)? (pp.299-300 | k.3211)

1.

2.



Christian Apologetics      
A Comprehensive Case for Biblical Faith by Douglas Groothuis

Read Along
315

Chapter 14 Evidence for Intelligent Design

Page 62

5. What is the difference between origin science and operation science? (pp.299-300 | k.3216)

6. Intelligent design proponents do not claim that a Designer _____________________ the ongoing processes
of nature in such a way as to make the study of _______________________ impossible ... Rather, ID
argues that key features of the regularly functioning natural world are best _____________________
by the influence of ____________________ at some stage in the distant past. (p..300 | k.3222)

7. What are the two prongs of the “heads I win; tails you lose” strategy against ID? (p.300 | k.3227)

8. Why do these two prongs defeat one another? (pp.300-301 | k.3229)

9. A second strategy is to _____________ ID out of existence by appealing to a purely ___________________
understanding of science. (p.301 | k.3230)



Christian Apologetics      
A Comprehensive Case for Biblical Faith by Douglas Groothuis

Read Along
315

Chapter 14 Evidence for Intelligent Design

Page 63

10. What is one common justification for the materialistic understanding of science? (p.301 | k.3236)

11. Give two of the four reasons why the “science stopper” objection fails. (p.302| k.3239)

12. Why does the “ID cannot make predictions” objection fail? (pp.302-303 | k.3247)

13. Holding ____________________ beliefs about the origin and nature of life on earth does not
_____________________ someone from giving legitimate __________________________ arguments
for these beliefs, which depend on no uniquely ____________________ assumptions. (p.304| k.3262)

14. Why isn’t ID a moot point when the preponderance of biologists believe Darwinism won long ago?
(p.304 | k.3268)
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15. What was the “black box” that Darwin knew very little about in his time? (p.305 | k.3273)

16. Summarize the argument from design in biology. (p.305 | k.3276)

17. What does Michael Behe use to illustrate the concept of irreducible complexity? (pp.306-307 | k.3289)

18. What molecular machine has become the “poster child” for the ID movement? (p.307 | k.3303)

19. Darwin set up a possible refutation of his theory of gradual and undirected evolution. What was it?
(p.308 | k.3314)

20. What language is an indication of design?(p.312 | k.3354)

21. The entire cell can be viewed as a ______________ that contains an elaborate network of interlocking
__________________   ___________, each of which is composed of a set of large protein
___________________ .... Why do we call the large protein assemblies that underlie cell function
protein ____________________? Precisely because, like machines ________________ by humans to
deal efficiently with the macroscopic world, these protein assemblies contain highly
___________________  _____________ parts. (p.313 | k.3363)
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22. DNA is not ____________________ to a language; it is a language, but not a language created by
___________________. (p.314 | k.3376)

23. The design inference is not based on ignorance, but on what two things? (p.316 | k.3400)

1.

2.

24. Why doesn’t Darwin’s concept of natural selection apply to nonliving things? (p.317 | k.3407)

25. What was the goal of the Miller-Urey experiments? (p.318 | k.3415)

26. If information cannot be reduced to the ________________ components, then material components can-
not explain the existence of ______________________. (p.319 | k.3431)
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27. How does Francis Crick’s theory of “directed panspermia” attempt to explain the origin of life?
(p.321 | k.3457)

28. How does Crick’s theory simply push the problem back one step? (p.322 | k.3464)

29. How does biomimicry suggest intelligent design? (p.323 | k.3475)

30. Summarize the argument against design from so-called “design flaws”. (pp.323-324 | k.3480)
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31. Give two possible responses to “design flaw” objections. (pp.324-325 | k.3498)

32. According to Groothuis, design in nature is best explained by what three worldviews? (p.328 | k.3533)

33. Standing ________________, it cannot provide a full apologetic for Christianity. Rather, ID provides
strong evidence against the reigning ______________________ in the realm of biology, as well as
some support for ___________________ as an overarching worldview. (p.329 | k.3540)

YOUR OWN WORDS

34. Which ID argument or arguments are most persuasive (or least persuasive) to you and why?


